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The completion of requirements f o r graduation and f o r advanced degrees 
merits hearty c o n g r a t u l a t i o n s and j u s t i f i e s a l l the pomp and ceremony 
o f a formal commencement, even at the end of a summer quar t e r . While 
most of us have learned that we should avoid dramatizing ourselves and 
every s i t u a t i o n i n which we f i n d o u r s e l v e s , t h i s i s one event which 
does warrant a l i t t l e drama, the academic procession, the c o l o r f u l 
r e g a l i a , the s p e c i a l program of speaking and music, the r e p o r t i n g by 
newspapers and radio and t e l e v i s i o n , the crowd of r e l a t i v e s and f r i e n d s . 
At one commencement the I t a l i a n parents of a graduate had sat p a t i e n t l y 
through the long and abstruse address of the p r e s i d e n t , an impressive 
f i g u r e i n h i s academic accouterments. F i n a l l y the mother turned to her 
husband and p l a i n t i v e l y i n q u i r e d , "Papa, da bigga man i n da fancy robe, 
what he say?" In a hoarse whisper came the r e p l y , "Mamma, he say school 
out." Whatever the stage of your higher education, whatever the degree 
you r e c e i v e , I t r u s t that t h i s occasion w i l l mean more to you than j u s t 
"school o u t l " For many of you t h i s i s the attainment of # long-cherished 
g o a l ( the opening of a b i g door of o p p o r t u n i t y . For some members of the 
F a c u l t y and of the Board of Trustees, i t may be j u s t one more rou t i n e 
ceremony, t o be performed with due u r b a n i t y and b r e v i t y . 
I t i s more than a gesture of courtesy f o r me to d e c l a r e that I f e e l 
h i g h l y honored to be the speaker on t h i s occasion. Any c o l l e g e or u n i -
v e r s i t y p r e s i d e n t appreciates a c a p t i v e audience of t h i s s i z e and i s 
f l a t t e r e d by the inference that what he «ay—say- i s worthy of your time. 
The gracious words of Dr. Fawcett's p r e s e n t a t i o n i n f l a t e my ego somewhat; 
the r e a l i z a t i o n that I remember n e i t h e r who spoke or what he s a i d when I 
received my master's degree from t h i s u n i v e r s i t y some years ago shrinks 
my head back to i t s normal s i z e . 
I do wish to t e s t i f y to the c o r d i a l r e l a t i o n s h i p s which have e x i s t e d 
through the years between these two u n i v e r s i t i e s , l o c a t e d at opposite 
corners of t h i s m e t r o p o l i s . I t i s to the c r e d i t of the a d m i n i s t r a -
t o r s of The Ohio State U n i v e r s i t y that not a trace of e i t h e r a domi-
neering^or a p a t r o n i z i n g a t t i t u d e has been manifested toward the o l d e r , 
but much s m a l l e r , church c o l l e g e , t h e o l o g i c a l seminary, and music con-
se r v a t o r y known as C a p i t a l U n i v e r s i t y . In a steady stream our graduates 
have come to t h i s campus f o r f u r t h e r study, most of them a c r e d i t to 
both i n s t i t u t i o n s . Faculty members of both u n i v e r s i t i e s have worked 
together on committees and i n p r o f e s s i o n a l s o c i e t i e s w i t h mutual b e n e f i t 
and enjoyment. When I came to C a p i t a l i n 1946 I met Dr. Fawcett as the 
Superintendent of the Bexley Schools. A few years l a t e r , a f t e r h i s 
tenure at Akron, 1 r e j o i c e d i n h i s e x c e l l e n t l e a d e r s h i p as Superintendent 
of the Columbus Schools. I am among^5w*''large number who have f o l l o w e d 
with admiration h i s vigorous and sound a d m i n i s t r a t i o n of one of the 
nation's l a r g e s t and best u n i v e r s i t i e s . 
In Ohio, as i n no other s t a t e , there has been a s p i r i t of mutual respect, 
confidence, and cooperation on the part of the presidents of the s t a t e 
u n i v e r s i t i e s , the municipal u n i v e r s i t i e s , and the p r i v a t e or non-tax-
supported c o l l e g e s and u n i v e r s i t i e s . A l l of us recognize that the task 
confoonting our i n s t i t u t i o n s today and tomorrow tax the resources of 
a l l of our schools and demand^ i n c r e a s i n g l y our hearty c o l a b o r a t i o n . 
P a r t i c u l a r l y s i n c e Dr. Ronald Thompson so d r a m a t i c a l l y depicted the 
t i d a l wave or deluge of students about to inundate our campuses i n the 
s i x t i e s and t h e r e a f t e r , commencement speakers have e l e c t e d to d i s c u s s t e r , commencement speak* 
t h i s c r u c i a l problem^ v e n t i l a t i n g t h e i r opinions on how we might best 
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meet the formidable challenge of the f u t u r e . Q u a l i t y along with 
q u a n t i t y , standards of s c h o l a r s h i p , r e v i s i o n ! of c u r r i c u l u m , procure-
ment of s t a f f , c o n s t r u c t i o n of more and more f a c i l i t i e s , and some magic 
to provide the i n e v i t a b l y l a r g e r budgets — these have been the t o p i c s 
which educators, i n d u s t r i a l i s t s , c i v i c l e a d e r s , and clergymen-have 
presented (with much more assurance than was j u s t i f i e d i n most instances) 
I suspect t h a t the young men and women who had to l i s t e n to such ad-
dresses were more bored than e d i f i e d and that t h e i r c h i e f r e a c t i o n was 
a s i g h of r e l i e f that they had managed t o get through c o l l e g e before 
the s i t u a t i o n became so d r a s t i c . I s h a l l spare you more of the same; 
I s h a l l deny myself the pleasure of p o n t i f i c a t i n g on these problems; I 
s h a l l t r y to speak d i r e c t l y to you and your personal i n t e r e s t s . 
A c t u a l l y , the basic problem of education today i s what i t always was: 
a c l e a r statement of our o b j e c t i v e s and a s e n s i b l e way to a t t a i n them. 
" Money alone won't do i t , " as the heading of a n ^ a r t i c l e i n one of our 
e d u c a t i o n a l j o u r n a l s r e c e n t l y declared. Money w i l l buy b u i l d i n g s and 
equipment and s t a f f , but a l l the money we may covet f o r our r e s p e c t i v e 
i n s t i t u t i o n s w i l l not assure a t r u l y adequate education f o r our students. 
We need to decide what we are t r y i n g to cJo^^j/^and w i t h a n d t h e s e 
young people, i n t e r p r e t our o b j e c t i v e s to our teachers and students so 
they may i n t e l l i g e n t l y and p u r p o s e f u l l y share i n the edacative process, 
and then get the job done as thoroughly as we p o s s i b l y can. 
A f t e r a l l these c e n t u r i e s of formal education i t may seem i n c r e d i b l e 
that we are not agreed on e x a c t l y what we are attempting to do. What a 
f u r o r of e d i t o r i a l s swept through our newspapers and p e r i o d i c a l s a f t e r 
Sputnik was placed i n t o o r b i t , what c a s t i g a t i o n of our e n t i r e e d u c a t i o n a l 
system, what heated but smoky debate about curriculum and standards 
of elementary, secondary, and higher education! Suddenly every w r i t e r 
and speaker became an a u t h o r i t y on the philosophy and methodology of 
education, and those who had r e a l l y s t u d i e d and worked at the p r o f e s -
s i o n were t a r g e t s of c o n f l i c t i n g c r i t i c i s m . Yet i t must be admitted 
that the most important issue i n education today, as v i t a l to our 
nation's s e c u r i t y and welfare as m i l i t a r y strength and s c i e n t i f i c 
progress, i s a c l e a r and convincing d e f i n i t i o n of our bas i c o b j e c t i v e s 
at the various stages of the educative process. 
Now of course I am aware of th a t f a c t that every c o l l e g e and u n i v e r s i t y 
c a t a l o g prominently d i s p l a y s a statement of o b j e c t i v e s , u s u a l l y i n 
ponderous phraseology. I r e c a l l an anecfiode, however, which leads me 
to d i s t r u s t t h i s f a c t . At a church convention the m i n i s t e r s s e v e r e l y 
c r i t i c i z e d the president of t h e i r denominational c o l l e g e because, i t 
was asserted-, the students f r e q u e n t l y stayed out l a t e at n i g h t . The 
president answered the charge by the rather naive p r o t e s t : "Chentlemen, 
d i s chust cannot pe t r u e ! Vhy, i t says r i g h t i n our c a t a l o g dot a l l 
shtudents must pe i n dere rooms py ten o'clock." Here, as i n so many 
inst a n c e s , "saying i t i s so does not make i t so," and "should be 
a i n ' t i s . " 
In the e a r l i e r years of our education our c h i e f concern i s with the 
basic t o o l s of communication, the t r a d i t i o n a l three R's, representing 
reading, w r i t i n g , and a r i t h m e t i c . As we move up the ladder of the 
educative process i n t o our c o l l e g e s and u n i v e r s i t i e s , what i s our c h i e f 
concern, what i s i t that we are t r y i n g to develop w i t h i n our maturing 
young men and women? '.tfhat r e a l l y q u a l i f i e s them f o r graduation? The 
recent remark of President Pusey of Harvard says i t i n a sentence: "The 
ch i e f aim of undergraduate education i s to d i s c o v e r what i t means to be 
a man." One of the speakers i n a panel d i s c u s s i o n at the annual meeting 
of the A s s o c i a t i o n of American Colleges i n Boston l a s t January t r i e d to 
sum i t up i n the one word, "Character." He contended that a f t e r four 
years of higher education a young man or woman should have developed 
q u a l i t i e s which confer upon t h e i r possessor r e a l c h a r a c t e r . Ordway Tead 
de f i n e s character i n much the same way: "Character i s a kind of c o n t i n -
uing, o v e r - a l l q u a l i t a t i v e response i n a c t i o n to a l l the s i t u a t i o n s with 
which the i n d i v i d u a l i s confronted. Character i s manifested i n a c e r t a i n 
personal r e s o l u t i o n and determination to adhere to the best the person 
knows and can d i s c o v e r i n h i s choices of a c t i v i t y and commitment." 
In l i n e w i t h these thoughts, I should l i k e to summarize * h e l ^ w e a r e 
t r y i n g t o h e l p each of you achieve through your higher education i n the 
one word, " R e s p o n s i b i l i t y . " liet me c a l l t h i s 
Surely by now you have recognized a personal r e s p o n s i b i l i t y f o r t r u t h . 
Whether i n the p h y s i c i a l sciences, the study of languages and l i t e r a t u r e , 
speech, the f i n e a r t s and music, or s o c i a l s t u d i e s , you have come to 
r e a l i z e the extreme importance of l e a r n i n g and using "the t r u t h , the 
whole t r u t h , and nothing but the t r u t h . " A t r u l y r e s p o n s i b l e teacher 
w i l l not permit himself to present to h i s c l a s s opinionated a s s e r t i o n s , 
h i s own or those he quotes, without challenge. He abhors inaccuracy i n 
c i t i n g a s c i e n t i f i c formula, a date i n h i s t o r y , a mathematical equation, 
a s t a t i s t i c a l t a b l e , or a l i t e r a r y gem. He s t u d i o u s l y avoids s l a n t i n g 
f a c t s or f i g u r e s to f i t h i s presuppositions or to b o l s t e r a weak argument. 
"The Graduate R — f o r R e s p o n s i b i l i t y . 
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And he d i s c i p l i n e s h i s students to be r i g o r o u s l y r e s p o n s i b l e i n t h e i r 
use of d a t a , seeking to i n s t i l l i n them a passionate r e s p o n s i b i l i t y f o r 
t r u t h . Likewise, the responsible student w i l l challenge a s s e r t i o n s , 
w i l l check s t a t i s t i c s , w i l l demand documentation and p r o f f , w i l l i n s i s t 
on the t r u t h as he l i s t e n s and reads and t h i n k s , a l s o w r i t e s and speaks. 
He w i l l avoid becoming l i k e that c a r r i c a t u r e of a s c h o l a r whose mother 
described so a c c u r a t e l y , i f ungrammatically, by saying: "He knows an 
awful l o t of t h i n g s , but so many of them j i s t a i n ' t so." 
Here i s an o b j e c t i v e p a r t i c u a r l y relevant to t h i s age of the expert i n 
propagandising and h u c k s t e r i n g . The patent f a l l a c i e s of much specious 
a d v e r t i z i n g on r a d i o and t e l e v i s i o n become apparent immediately to the 
i n t e l l i g e n t person who f e e l s a r e s p o n s i b i l i t y f o r t r u t h . The t y p i c a l 
campaign or a t o r y and c o n t r i v e postures of p o l i t i c a l candidates cannot 
delude the educated person, dedicated to the t r u t h and s k i l l f u l i n 
i d e n t i f y i n g i t . The countless and c o n f l i c t i n g p h i l o s o p h i e s of l i f e 
expounded by columnists and commentators w i l l not confuse the man or 
woman who has learned to d i s t i n g u i s h t r u t h from blatant a s s e r t i o n or 
crude d i s t o r t i o n . A democracy can f u n c t i o n e f f e c t i v e l y only i f i t s 
c i t i z e n s i n s i s t on knowing the t r u t h and recognize i t when they f i n d i t . 
In t h i s respect we can r i g h t l y i n s i s t that the education of our people 
i s a prime r e q u i s i t e to the s e c u r i t y and welfare of our n a t i o n ^ S ^ * — ^ «^»-J 
This o b j e c t i v e of our educative process i s fundamental to a l l of l i f e , 
to our v o c a t i o n a l success, to e f f e c t i v e l i v i n g i n a l l i t s aspects. Our 
employers and c l i e n t s w i l l respect our i n t e l l e c t u a l i n t e g r i t y , our r e a d i -
ness to admitt^gnorance where i t e x i s t s and replace i t w i t h f a c t , to 
recognize prejudice where i t e x i s t s and replace i t w i t h o b j e c t i v i t y . 
Our r e s p o n s i b i l i t y f o r t r u t h under a l l circumstances w i l l win the t r u s t 
o f those -%iri»«n we serve and merit advancement and success. Through a l l 
the years that l i e ahead you w i l l search d i l i g e n t l y f o r t r u t h wherever 
you can f i n d i t , r e s p e c t i n g the opinions of others but i n s i s t i n g on 
the r i g h t of the i n d i v i d u a l t o be true to what he k i m m m t s t r u e . This 
v a l i d o b j e c t i v e of higher education i s i n d i s p e n s i b l e to the educative 
process i t s e l f and should be one of the most conspicuous b e n e f i t s of 
higher education i n f u t u r e years. TrulyT^fc^is a "graduate R." 
This sense of r e s p o n s i b i l i t y i s t w i n s : i n the f i e l d of the mind i t i s 
r e s p o n s i b i l i t y to the t r u t h ; i n the f i e l d of the s p i r i t i t i s respon-
s i b i l i t y t o the r i g h t . Education i s not only an i n t e l l e c t u a l process; 
i t i s a l s o a moral process. One may acquire a prodigious amount of 
knowledge, yet lack the moral d i r e c t i v e s to use i t a r i g h t . Indeed, as 
has been s a i d by many others, an immoral person becomes a l l the more 
dangerous to s o c i e t y as h i s knowledge and s k i l l s i n c r e a s e . The s e c u r i t y 
of the i n d i v i d u a l and the group depends upon a sound moral sense, a 
r e s p o n s i b i l i t y to the r i g h t . 
Here i s an o b j e c t i v e p a r t i c u l a r l y relevant to t h i s age of the expert 
i n r a t i o n a l i z i n g and condoning u n e t h i c a l p r a c t i c e s and s e l f i s h motives. 
One who has been t r u l y educated cannot t o l e r a t e wrong, e v i l , i n j u s t i c e 
to o t h e r s , the d e p r i v a t i o n of the r i g h t s and freedoms of any c l a s s or CK-V^ 
n a t i o n or^cace. In our study of h i s t o r y , language, commerce, and govern-
ment, are we l e a r n i n g how to e x p l o i t others f o r our s e l f i s h advantage? 
Or are we l e a r n i n g how to share w i t h others our precious h e r i t a g e of 
j u s t i c e and e q u a l i t y , freedom and opportunity? The epic contest between 
East and West w i l l be decided u l t i m a t e l y i n the arena of the r i g h t , i n 
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terms of moral values rather than m a t e r i a l values. Likewise, the 
e t h i c a l d e c i s i o n s and act i o n s of each i n d i v i d u a l i n h i s d a i l y l i f e w i l l 
determine h i s d e s t i n y . A t r u l y educated person recognizes the i n v i o l a b l e 
s a n c t i t y of the r i g h t and w i l l not s e l l h i s s o u l f o r p r o f e s s i o n a l pro-
motion or f i n a n c i a l income. As a r e s u l t of an adequate higher education, 
he w i l l have develped a d e d i c a t i o n to the r i g h t and the s k i l l t o i d e n t i f y 
the r i g h t and act ac c o r d i n g l y . 
The moral i n t e g r i t y to c a l l things by t h e i r r i g h t names, to recognize 
s i n and v i c e and e v i l whether i n others or i n o u r s e l v e s , and to refuse 
to compromise with what i s wrong under any circumstances w i l l win the 
respect and confidence of o t h e r s . Even those who because of weakness or 
admire the man or woman with character and c o n v i c t i o n . In the moment of 
t r u t h they w i l l come to you f o r theyservices which can be provided only 
by one who has moral i n t e g r i t y , a r e s p o n s i b i l i t y the r i g h t . Through 
the years that l i e ahead you w i l l search d i l i g e n t l y f o r the r i g h t , r e -
specting the opinions and c o n v i c t i o n s of others but i n s i s t i n g on the 
o b l i g a t i o n of the i n d i v i d u a l to be co n s i s t e n t w i t h h i s own i d e a l s and 
l u y a f to h i s own conscience. C a l l i t honor, i n t e g r i t y , honesty, or j u s t 
p l a i n goodness, t h i s commitment to the r i g h t i s a v a l i d o b j e c t i v e of 
higher education, i n d i s p e n s i b l e to the educative process i t s e l f and one 
of the most conspicuous b e n e f i t s of higher education i n . f u t u r e years. 
T r u l y i t i s a "graduate R." 
Here i s the r e a l d i g n i t y of man and of l i f e , t h i s sense of r e s p o n s i b i l i t y 
to t r u t h and to r i g h t . Here i s the only a l t e r n a t i v e to the "posture of 
f r u s t r a t i o n " which overwhelms those who are concerned only about those-—' 
p e r v e r s i o n cannot f r e e themselves from what 
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things t h a t are so vulnerable to the v i c i s s i t u d e s of l i f e , to i n f l a t i o n 
and d e p r e s s i o n , to bombs and b i o l o g i c a l warfare, to d r a s t i c p o l i t i c a l 
and s o c i a l changes. We are now passing through a r e v o l u t i o n more ex-
tensive and more i n t e n s i v e than ever before i n h i s t o r y . As yet no one 
can p r e d i c t the shape of things to come, and we f i n d i t d i s t r e s s i n g l y 
d i f f i c u l t to face up to the adjustments which must be made and somehow 
w i l l be made. We need desperately to have something to b u i l d on, to 
give us guide l i n e s , to empower us and motivate us, i n d i v i d u a l l y and 
as a n a t i o n . I submit that i n our dedicated sense of r e s p o n s i b i l i t y 
to t r u t h and r i g h t we have the e t e r n a l v e r i t i e s , the v a l i d commitments, 
which w i l l be adequate f o r a l l the exigencies of htfc today and^ibmorrow. 
This s i n c e r e r e s p o n s i b i l i t y to t r u t h and^right w i l l d e l i v e r us from the 
temptation to to succumb to the prevalent s i n and i d o l a t r y of America, 
namely, hedonism. Whatever t h e i r professed r e l i g i o n , l i t e r a l l y m i l l i o n s 
of our people are devoted to pleasure as the c h i e f g o o d ^ ^ l i f e , w i l l i n g 
to pay any p r i c e to s a t i s f y t h e i r d e s i r e s and a p p e t i t e s . T h i s r e s o r t t o 
sensual l i v i n g i n the l u r i d g l a re of the mushroom-shaped cloud with i t s 
threat of the imminent d e s t r u c t i o n of mankind i s unworthy of an educated 
person, i s f a t a l to the f u t u r e of the i n d i v i d u a l and ^f I I r i v i l i a M - i ^ n " 
"Let us e a t , d r i n k , and be merry, f o r tomorrow we d i e , " and " a f t e r us, 
the deluge," are not the slogans of the educated, the r e s p o n s i b l e person. 
Though more complicated than ever before i n h i s t o r y , the p o l i t i c a l , 
economic, s o c i a l , and moral problems of the world today can be solved 
i f r e s o l u t e l y confronted by men and women whose education has made them 
unswervingly responsible to t r u t h and r i g h t . 
Note the etymology of that word, " r e s p o n s i b l e . " I t i m p l i e s that we are 
able to respond to the s i t u a t i o n , whatever i t may be. This r e q u i r e s two 
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q u a l i t i e s i n us, both of them the r e s u l t of an adequate education: 
a w i l l i n g n e s s or d e s i r e to respnnd, and (^competence or s k i l l i n doing 
so. Perhaps ^ow^ou r e a l i z e why you were required to take so many and 
such v a r i e d courses of study, some of which d i d not seem r e a l l y p e r t i ¬
nent to your prospective vocation and i n t e r e s t . ^ Perhaps now you recog-
n i z e the tremendously important d i f f e r e n c e between p r o f e s s i o n a l t r a i n -
in g and « l i b e r a l education, A l f r e d North Whitehead s a i d i t w e l l : 
"There can be no adequate t e c h n i c a l education which i s not l i b e r a l , and 
no l i b e r a l education which i s not t e c h n i c a l : that i s , no education 
which does not impart both tebhnique and i n t e l l e c t u a l v i s i o n . " Somehow, 
along with our peering i n t o test-tubes and microscopes, our p c r i n g over 
pages o r ^ B i i M ^ n d columns of f i g u r e s , we must f i n d t r u t h and r i g h t and 
development a r e s p o n s i b i l i t y to t r u t h and r i g h t . Somej^ow^ a^ong^with 
a l l the d i s c i p l i n e s of"^w^^w^tw^MigWs^ of study^^rt^mus^de^velop^self-
d i s c i p l i n e , a d e d i c a t i o n t o t r u t h and r i g h t and a s k i l l i n d i s c o v e r i n g 
and applying t r u t h and r i g h t i n every l i f e - s i t u a t i o n . 
Even at t h i s f i n a l moment, the conc l u s i o n of one stage of your higher 
education and the commencement of another, I would confront you with a 
very d i r e c t and personal question which w i l l , I hope, eecur to you every 
time you glance at the diploma you are about to r e c e i v e . In the face 
of a l l the s t r a i n and s t r e s s of l i f e today, i n the face of a l l the hard 
d e c i s i o n s you must make and s a c r i f i c e s that w i l l be required of you, 
can you r i s e above the ignoble temptation to wish that you were w*y an 
animal and not a man, homo sapiens, homo faber, homo d e i imago? Can 
you e x u l t i n the f a c t t h a t , come what maym you are an i n t e l l i g e n t human 
being, the maker of t o o l s and ob j e c t s of art and «r~ a purposeful .niu.«l • 
t, the l i m i t e d and imperfect image of a Supreme Being to whom t r u t h 
and r i g h t are of utmost importance? Can you face the fu t u r e w i t h 
the confidence and courage of a hero who knows that^sorae t h i n g s are 
u n i v e r s l l y a n d ^ t e r n a l l y v a l i d , and that there i s a v i c t o r y f o r him 
whose faith_enablej< him to survive and conquer? Have you developed 
a d e d i c a t i o n to t r u t h and r i g h t which makes you a t r u l y r e s p o n s i b l e 
person? I f so, you are t o be congratulated on achieving the graduate 
R, R e s p o n s i b i l i t y and your u n i v e r s i t y can^proudly and c o n f i d e n t l y 
confer upon you the degree*to which you are e n t i t l e d . 
